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The Mayor of Derry, Brenda 
Stevenson hosted a civic reception 
and tea party for kinship carers and 
their children in Derry/Londonderry.  
Children received a tour of the Mayor’s 

Parlour at 
the Guildhall 
and had the 
opportunity to 

ask lots of very interesting questions.  
A big thanks to the Mayor for a great 
day out and for making children 
in kinship care count.  For more 
information on forthcoming events 
contact Leann on 028 71373731 
or email info@kinshipcareni.com

Massive congratulations to Caoimhe, 
Clionagh, Jessica, Molly and Isabella 
who designed and published their 
very own recipe book - ‘Din-Dins by 
MiniKins’.  The book was officially 
launched at an event attended by 
60 people and supported by the Big 
Lunch and chef, Jane McClenaghan 
from Vital Nutrition.  Special guests 
included the Mayor of Derry, Brenda 
Stevenson, Deputy Mayor, Gary 
Middleton and Amanda Doherty from 

the Big Lottery Fund who all spoke 
highly of the MiniKins and their book.  
The MiniKins have been nominated 
by Karen Grace at Cafe Soul for 
a Business and Entrepreneurship 
Award as part of the Derry Credit 
Union Young People’s Awards.  If you 
would like to find out more about the 
MiniKins or how you can get a copy of 
their book, contact Leona 
on 028 71373731. 
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BELFAST
CONTACT KINSHIP 
CARER
ANNMARIE McHUGH
TEL: 07752841543

DERRY/L’DERRY
67 CARLISLE ROAD
DERRY/L’DERRY
BT48 6JL
TEL: 028 71 373731

LARNE
CONTACT
KINSHIP CARERS
ANN OR MANDY
TEL: 07912624155
TEL: 07513839081

MAGHERAFELT, 
ANTRIM, 
COOKSTOWN AND 
DRAPERSTOWN
CONTACT
CHARLENE TENNYSON
TEL: 028 94 488202

Kuddles
OUT AND ABOUT

I MEET 
LOTS OF 
PEOPLE 
ON MY 

TRAVELS!

‘Kuddles’ our Kinship Care Bear 
has had a busy few months. He 
accompanied children and young 
people to a civic reception hosted 
by the Mayor of Derry and to the 
Policy and Resources Committee 
of Derry City Council where he met 
with elected representatives on 
the issue of kinship care.  Kuddles 

also took a letter to the Northern 
Ireland Housing Executive on 
behalf of a child who is homeless 
and in need of a settled home life. 
He made a surprise visit to our 
Kinship Care Support Service in 
Derry/Londonderry to celebrate 
the birthdays of Jessica and Aaron.

Our Youth Champions Project aims 
to improve the confidence of children 
and young people in kinship care and  
ensure they have their voices heard.  
As a Youth Champion, children and 
young people get to meet new friends 
and people who make decisions 
affecting their lives.  There is also an 
opportunity to get involved in lots of 
fun events and activities.

Our Youth Champions visited staff at 
the Big Lottery Offices in Belfast, and 
met Health Minister, Jim Wells.  Young 
people also shared their personal 
journeys of what it is like to be cared 
for by family members and friends with 
a range of other organisations in the 
hope that their stories will help make 
the lives of other children and young 
people better.  

Michelle Gildernew MP was so 
impressed with our Youth Champions 
she nominated them for a Leadership 
Award as part of the Derry Credit 
Union Young People’s Awards.  If you 
would like to find out more about our 
Youth Champions Project, contact 
Leona on 02871373731.

Youth Champions



Young people enjoyed a well deserved 
evening out to celebrate the end of 
their 9 week Personal Development 
Programme.  Young people spent an 
evening at the Bowling Alley and went 
ice skating at Dundonald Ice Bowl. 

The Programme was a huge success 
in helping build the confidence, 
self esteem and resilience of young 
people.  We would like to thank the 
Western Education and Library Board 
for funding the Programme and all their 

support over the last few months.  For 
more information on our next Personal 
Development Programme and how to 
register your child, contact Roisin on 
02871373731. 

Children and their carers spent a day working alongside Emain 
Publishing to  the develop a storybook for other children in 
kinship care. Children participated in storytelling sessions and 
arts and crafts and provided lots of exciting ideas for their new 
storybook.  ‘Kuddles’ our Kinship Care Bear came along and 
had lots of fun working alongside children.

For more information on our ‘Me and My Family’ 
Project contact Leann on 028 71373731.

An opportunity for children to make new friends, learn 
about each other and have lots and lots of fun

Personal 
Development

Me and My Family 
Project

All About Me



For information on how 
you can make a donation 
contact us on 028 71373731.

We would like to thank 

everyone for donating to our 

appeals for children in kinship 

care.  Huge thanks to Buttle 

UK, 040 Cookstown, Jumping 

Clay, Asda in the Community, 

Cafe Soul, Tescos Quayside 

and Downtown Radio.  Also 

thank you to AllstateNI, Lloyds 

Bank Foundation, the CMAC 

Academy, Cookstown and 

Magherafelt Volunteer Centre, 

the Western Education & 

Library Board, Derry City 

Council,  Arc Healthy Living 

Centre and Fitzroy’s Bistro.

CONTACT US KINSHIP CARE NI 
67 Carlisle Road, 
Derry/L’Derry BT48 6JL

Head Office: 028 71373731 
Helpline: 0800 022 3129
Email: info@kinshipcareni.com

Kinship Care Northern Ireland is a charity registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland, No. NIC101036 and a Company Limited by Guarantee, No. NI602969
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Support groups for kinship carers are 
up and running in Derry/Londonderry, 
Antrim, Cookstown, Draperstown, 
Magherafelt, Larne and Belfast.  This 

is a great opportunity for kinship 
carers to get involved in lots of events 
and activities, share experiences and 
meet and develop friendships with 

other kinship carers from their 
area.  To find a ‘Kin Together’ 
Support Group near you, contact 
Charlene on 028 94488202 or 
email info@kinshipcareni.com 

Cookery Group

Kin Together Support Group

Forthcoming Events

For more information on forthcoming events 
visit www.kinshipcareni.com/events/

Sexual Abuse Workshop
18th May 2015

Summer Programme
1st July 2015

Personal Development 
Programme
4th May 2015

Family Fun Day
22nd August 2015 


